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Pittsburgh

Q LGBT film festival

Love Film?

Proud to be Pittsburgh’s
I ! ) second oldest film festival
SREG &
I iz ) the sixth oldest LGBTQ+
#\%/+ film festival in the world.

hand

WWW.REELQ.ORG/GET-INVOLVED
or
Contact FILMS@REELQ.ORG




From the President

#Still[HereReelQueer

Welcome to the 33rd Annual Reel Q Pittsburgh
LGBT Film Festival or what | like to call #ReelQ33!
Over the past nine years, | have been at the helm of
the Reel Q’s social media platforms, so hashtags are
like a second language to me. | got involved during
the 25th year (we were still called PILGFF back then)
as a volunteer and joined the board in 2011. For
most of that time, | served as the Outreach Director
and am proud of the partnerships formed over

the years with organizations like Pittsburgh Black
Pride and Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, as well

as spreading the Reel Q word to the local colleges
and youth. At the end of last year, | was elected as
President of our board.

It has been a privilege to be a part of an
organization that brings queer cinema to
Pittsburgh. One that continues to expand with

o

REELY@&B‘FE&B
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@ Crlikterbox

For more info &
to learn how to help
visit
REELQ.ORG

the Pittsburgh Underground Film Festival, which
screens more out-of-the box films and Reel Stories,
a monthly film series featuring films from all over
the globe, particularly the developing world.

| want to thank all of our board members: past,
present, and future; as well as all of the volunteers
we have had over the years. It takes a lot of work
to put on these three programs and the success
shows just how hard you have all worked. | want
to thank queer filmmakers for continuing to show
LGBTQIA+ people on the big screen; and of course
our sponsors, grantors, and donors. But we would
not have a festival without our audience. So, please
keep coming to the festival and tell your friends, so
they can tell their friends, and so on and so on and
soon!

| will fondly remember the amazing films we
screened, the great people | met along the way,
and the feeling of belonging | always felt being a
part of Reel Q. | may be stepping down from the
board after the festival, but make no mistake, I'm
#StillHereReelQueer!

Kindly,

Jaime Tracktenberg
Board President

THE THIRD ANNUAL

PUFF

PITTSBURGH UNDERGROUND

FILM FESTIVAL

COMING SPRING 2019
GET INVOLVED
@ REELQ.ORG/PUFF




Funders

Tue Heinz ENDOWMENTS

Howarp Heinz ENDOWMENT « Vira [. HEINZ ENDOWMENT

GREATER PITTSBURGH ARTS COUNCIL
Arts loud and clear

pennsylvania

COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

r THE PITTSBURGH

== FOUNDATION
The power to do great things.
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© @ THREE RIVERS
x/ COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Supporting Progressive Social Change

The Heinz Endowments support efforts to make
Southwestern Pennsylvania a premier place to live and work,

a center of learning and educational excellence and a home

to diversity and inclusion. Committed to helping the region
thrive as a whole community — economically, ecologically,
educationally and culturally — the foundation works within
Pennsylvania and elsewhere in the nation to develop solutions
to challenges that are national and even international in scope.
For more information, visit www.heinz.org

Special Thank You to Justin D. Laing

In the spring of 2005, ProArts and the Greater Pittsburgh Arts
Alliance combined their complementary visions by merging
as the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council. Our Mission is to
make the arts central to the lives of individuals by expanding
the reach, influence and effectiveness of the region’s diverse
cultural community.

Special Thank You to Anne Mulgrave

Established in 1945, The Pittsburgh Foundation is one of
the nation’s oldest community foundations and is the 14th
largest of more than 750 community foundations across the
United States. The Foundation works to improve the quality
of life in the Pittsburgh region by evaluating and addressing
community issues, promoting responsible philanthropy, and
connecting donors to the critical needs of the community.

Three Rivers Community Foundation (TRCF) advances
social change through grantmaking, advocacy, and capacity
development for grassroots and other organizations. TRCF
embraces and practices Change, not charity™ by empowering
grantee organizations to ensure social, economic, and
environmental justice in Southwestern Pennsylvania.

Special Thank You to Anne Lynch



Sponsors

Trailers

Executive Producer & Opening Night Sponsor

UPMC

LIFE
CHANGING
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Closing Night Sponsor
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Media Sponsors
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EDGEMEDIANETWORK

Media Mogul Sponsor

MITCH LEIB

Theater Sponsor
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Film Sponsors
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thomas & battle

Trailers for this year’s festival are available on the
festival website: www.ReelQ.org

Tickets & Passes

$10
$10

$10

$85

$45

General Admission ($7 with student ID)

Opening Night (S7 with student ID)
One admission to Ideal Home and the
opening reception .

Closing Night ($7 with student ID)
One admission to When The Beat Drops and
the closing night party at Images.

Diva Pass: Admission for one person to ALL
films and parties, including opening and
closing nights. $720 value

Cheap Thrills Pass: Package of SIX tickets for
any films except opening and closing nights.
$60 value

PASSES AND PARTY PACKAGES:
Buy online at www.ReelQ.org

General admission tickets are available online and
at the theater on the day of the film.



Community Co-Producers

The Pittsburgh Lesbian & Gay Film Society would like to thank the
following organizations for their generous support of the Reel Q festival.

Carnegie
~ Library of
« Pittsburgh

DREAMS
“"HOPE

QUEER YOUTH ARTS

X7

PITTSBURGH

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh is a
renowned leader among the nation’s
libraries and fosters lifelong learning
through critical services such as early
learning programs for children, job search
assistance and computer/Internet access.

carnegielibrary.org

Dreams of Hope is a creative and
performing arts group for queer youth and
their allies.

dreamsofhope.org

Nexus is a program of the Gay & Lesbian
Community Center of Pittsburgh meant
to be a catalyst for networking among
the 50+ GLBTQIA folks in Pittsburgh and
surrounding areas.

facebook.com/Nexuspgh

PFLAG Pittsburgh is the extended family
of the LGBTQIA+ community. Because
together, we're stronger.

pflagpgh.org

Pittsburgh Black Pride is one of the oldest
organizations in Pittsburgh that serves the
needs of LGBTQ community members of
color.

facebook.com/pittsburgh.blackpride
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“Embracing Diversity, Promoting Equality”

Steeltown Entertainment is building a
vibrant and sustainable entertainment
industry in Pittsburgh by developing
homegrown talent, connecting industry
pros with Pittsburgh roots, and promoting
Pittsburgh as a unique, regional production
center.

steeltown.org

Stonewall Sports - Pittsburgh is an
LGBTQ & Ally not-for-profit adult sports
league. Our primary goal is to create an
increasingly connected and diverse LGBTQ
community by providing additional spaces
for people to meet and socialize: namely
through organized competition and
associated social and fundraising events.

stonewallsportspgh.org

Washington County Gay Straight
Alliance is dedicated to affirming
acceptance between diverse groups

of people, raising awareness in our
community of the needs of LGBTQA people
in Washington County through support,
education, and community outreach on the
issues of diversity.

wcgsa.org



PLGFS Board of Directors
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PLGFS
P.O.Box 81237
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

(412) 422-6776

www.PLGFS.org
info@PLGFS.org

Our Purpose

The Pittsburgh Lesbian and Gay Film Society
has been organized solely for educational
and charitable purposes within the meaning
of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954. Its primary goal is to organize
and manage year-round cinema that serves
the educational and cultural needs of its
audiences and is an organization of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgendered (LGBT), and
LGBT-supportive persons.

The Pittsburgh Lesbian & Gay Film Society (PLGFS)
is an all-volunteer organization with a small-but-active
board of directors and several committees.

Mission Statement

Our mission is to celebrate LGBT culture and foster appreciation
and visibility through film media. We are a nonprofit
organization and we rely primarily on ticket sales, festival
sponsorship and the support of our funders to fulfill our mission.

Interim Executive Director
Kevin Lovelace

Board President
Jaime Tracktenberg

Director of Programming
T.J. Murphy

Marketing Manager
David Doorley

Volunteer Coordinator
Alex Lynn

Board Member
Mara Rago



Thank You

The festival would like to thank the following companies/organizations

and their representatives:

Jeffrey Winter
The Film Collaborative

Jim Stephens
Wolfe Releasing

Taylor Devorsky
Samuel Goldwyn Films

Carroll Gelderman
Cinetic Media

The staff of the Harris Theater
Pittsburgh Filmmakers

Pittsburgh City Paper

The Heinz Foundation

The Pittsburgh Foundation

UPMC

The Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council

Three Rivers Community Foundation

Additional thanks to:

Drue Miller

Hannah Turpin

5801 Video Lounge

Images

iCandy Pittsburgh

Silk Screen Film Festival

Frameline Film Festival, San Francisco
Inside Out Film Festival, Toronto
OutFest Film Festival, Los Angeles

Screening Committee:

Jim Burkett
Lauren Cormier
David Doorley
Alex Lynn

Mara Rago

Ken Salzer

Dave Hutchinson
Fred Peterson



Films at a Glance

Films by Date Films by Title
Thursday, October 11 1985
7:30pm |deal Home (p 10) Saturday, October 13, 4:00 pm (p 18)
Friday, October 12 A.nchor And Hope
6:30 pm  Anchor And Hope (p 12) Friday, October 12, 6:30 pm (p 12)
8:30 pm  Mario (p 14)

Face Your Queers
Saturday, October 13 Sunday, October 14, 3:30 pm (p 26-27)
1:30 pm  Trans-tastic (p 16-17)
4:00pm 1985 (p 18) Fun In Your Shorts, Shorts
6:30pm Lez Bomb (p 20) Sunday, October 14, 1:30 pm (p 24-25)
8:30pm  Mapplethorpe (p 22)

Ideal Home
Sunday, October 14 Thursday, October 11, 7:30 pm (p 10)
1:30 pm  Fun In Your Shorts, Shorts (p 24-25)
3:30pm  Face Your Queers (p 26-27) Lez Bomb
5:30 pm  TransMilitary (p 30) Saturday, October 13, 6:30 pm (p 20)
7:30 pm  When The Beat Drops (p 32)

Mapplethorpe

Saturday, October 13, 8:30 pm (p 22)

Mario
Friday, October 12, 8:30 pm (p 14)

Trans-tastic
Saturday, October 13, 1:30 pm (p 16-17)

TransMilitary
Sunday, October 14, 5:30 pm (p 30)

When The Beat Drops
Sunday, October 14, 7:30 pm (p 32)




Going to the Festival

Pittsburgh Cultural District. This cozy and comfortable cinema is named in honor of Pittsburgh
businessman and politician John P. Harris (1871-1929) who opened the world’s first theater
devoted entirely to showing movies.

@ All films are being screened at the Harris Theater, 809 Liberty Avenue, part of the city’s exciting

(412)471-9700 | www.pghfilmmakers.org

Parking is available across the street in the Smithfield Liberty Garage. It holds 596 vehicles and is
open 24-hours a day, seven days a week.
(412) 391-1952 | www.pittsburghparking.com
The Wood Street T Station is about a block away, and many bus routes stop along Liberty Avenue
within walking distance of the theater. Call or check the website for current route information.

(412) 442-2000 | www.portauthority.org
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Festival Events

Thursday, October 11 at 7:30 pm

Celebrate the festival’s opening night with the film
Ideal Home (page 10) at 7:30 pm. Stick around for the
opening reception at the theater.

Friday, October 12 at 8:00 pm

After Anchor and Hope screens at 6:30 (page 12),
join us at THERE UltraLounge (931 Liberty Avenue,
second floor) for an across-the-pond-themed party
hosted by iCandy Pittsburgh.

% .......... 4/7 ............ %g%% .................................................................................................
Sund:)Zober:c 7:30 pm

End this year’s festival with When The Beat Drops
(page 28). After the film, join us at Images (956 Liberty
Avenue) for the Closing Night Party.

Admission is just $10 for each film and party (57 with student ID).
All ilms and parties are included in the Diva Pass.



Thursday, October 11 B 7:30 pm
Ideal Home

(USA, 2018; 91 minutes) Director: Andrew Fleming

Erasmus (Steve Coogan), the star chef of a hit television series,

and his partner Paul (Paul Rudd), the cooking show’s producer,

have been together for ten years. Erasmus is the drama queen;
Paul is the long-suffering one. They bicker, drink, act out, drink,
sulk and drink. They drink a lot.

The couple is shocked late one night when a 10 year old
claiming to be Erasmus’ grandson, Bill (Jack Gore), shows up
requesting Taco Bell and a place to stay. After the adorable but
stubborn kid crashes a party at their luxurious ranch outside

Santa Fe it's not long before they realize this is not going to be a

short visit.

Just as they grow into their parenting roles, Erasmus’ grown son
threatens to take Bill from them when he gets out of prison. The

introduction of this boy to their lives causes Erasmus and Paul

to look at their former selves, who they have become, and who

they want to be.

Winner of the 2018 Audience Awards at both the Edinburgh

International Film Festival and FilmOut in San Diego, Ideal Home

is a laugh-out-loud movie about what makes a family.

10

Your $10 ticket
(S7 w/ student ID)
includes admission
to the film

and the
Opening Night
Party at
the theater

Opening Night Sponsor

-N ] LIFE
UP CHANGING
MEDICINE



MBI R ENAISSANCE
s C|TY CHOIR

JOIN US FOR OUR 2018 HOLIDAY CONCERT

aNo €)Y~

TOGETHER_

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT 7:30PM

b

EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

" o » . - .
4 y ? .
Y - N o . P
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¢ &£ .f‘

i

~ A~ - 2 A~ A~
/{’([ l‘/(/s/y’ 7 ¢ %ﬁ’(&?f{%f/ J{/%f{#/z{/ Orchestra
.

ticketss WWW.rccpittsburgh.com
RCC affirms and celebrates LGBTQIA+ identity through the unifying power of music.
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Friday, October 12 H 6:30 pm Sponsors:

A NC h or A n d H (0] pe Renaissance City Choirs

(Spain, 2017; 111 minutes; English and Spanish with subtitles)
Directors: Carlos Marques-Marcet and Jules Nurrish

CITY CHOIRS

Eva (Oona Chaplin) wants a baby. Kat (Natalia Tena) just wants a cat. iCandy Pittsburgh ?Cp,bbsbng
Looks like complicated waters for this thirtysomething couple living
aboard a houseboat in a canal in London.

While Kat is filled with uncertainty about motherhood, the unexpected visit of her straight friend Roger
(David Verdaguer) — plus a night of way too many tequila shots — changes her mind. Sort of. The three
concoct a plan that involves Roger as the sperm donor. What could go wrong?

Before they know it Eva’s expecting, and Roger’s totally embracing the role of potential baby daddy. What
was supposed to be two mommies and a baby is turning into a different form of parenting. One that’s not
supposed to include a party dude from Barcelona. No wonder Kat feels more distant.

Anchor And Hope begins as a funny comedy of manners and soon becomes more thoughtful without losing
its comic touch. The two female leads are terrific, as is Verdaguer, whose story follows an unconventional arc
from horny straight pal to doting dad and is totally believable along the way. The setting of London canal life
is appealing as well: urban realism with the requisite romanticism.

While the movie takes a sentimental approach to modern love, the situations and emotions are believable.
Just the way a good rom-com should be — whatever the participants’ sexuality.

12



ICANDY PITTSBURGH PRESENTS:

GIRLS NIGHT AT
REEL Q FILM
FEST

FEATURED FILM: ANCHOR AND HOPE 6:30 PM
HARRIS THEATER FRIDAY OCTOBER 12TH

MOVIE TICKET INCLUDES: BRITISH THEMED AFTER PARTY
WHERE: THERE ULTRA LOUNGE (2ND FLOOR)
WHEN: 8-12PM
LIGHT APPETIZERS, MUSIC, DRINK SPECIALS

Law Offices Of
KATHLEEN D. SCHNEIDER

Attorney / Certified Public Accountant

¢ ADOPTION

¢ COLLABORATIVE ‘“NO COURT” DIVORCE
¢ DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

¢ ESTATES & TRUSTS

¢ GAY/LESBIAN ISSUES

¢ INCOME TAX RETURNS & TAX PLANNING
¢ REAL ESTATE

¢ SMALL BUSINESS CONSULTATION

¢* WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY

13



Friday, October 12 H 8:30 pm Sponsor: ’Q‘

The Pitt Men’s Study

Mario /\d

Men'’s Study

(Switzerland, 2018; 119 minutes; German with English subtitles)  community Co-Producer:
Director: Marcel Gisler Stonewall Sports

\

A\
) ) Y

It's a familiar story for a promising queer athlete: keep the closet doors AoRrt
closed to advance in your sport, or throw them open and risk everything. ...........c.cccoiii

Mario, a Swiss soccer player (Max Hubacher), has trained hard to become captain and a leading striker of his
team. His goal is to be promoted to the main squad. Enter Leon, a hunky German star player (Aaron Altaras),
who attracts more than the admiration of his new teammates when he joins the team.

After the two young men are assigned an apartment together, Mario and Leon realize their attraction for
one another. As their teammates begin noticing their closeness, both athletes begin to understand how
being torn between desire and their hard-earned career could affect them. Mario’s agent (Andreas Matti)
warns him that being gay “is not good for your market value or the club’s return on investment.”

Can Mario have both? Or must he lie to his teammates, parents and friends to keep his professional dreams
alive? Their affair could threaten everything the two talented athletes have worked for. As the pressure
builds, Mario must decide whether to conform or to surrender to what may be an impossible love.

Winner of two Swiss film awards, Mario is well acted with an especially strong chemistry between the two

attractive leads. It's a timely story about queer players who are pressured to hide their sexuality and the price
they often pay to be true to themselves.

14



pittmensstudy.com

Pitt Men’s Study

Pioneering HIV Research Since 1984

As the Pitt Men’s Study approaches 35
years of unparalleled HIV research, we
reflect on the many advances we have
made and look forward to discoveries and
innovations yet to come. None of this
would be possible without the incredible
enthusiasm of our participants and the
unwavering support of the Pittsburgh

LGBTQ+ community for which we offer a
million thanks. We look forward to

continuing to work with you as we strive
to help all people live longer, healthier,
and fuller lives.

Let’s Fight
HIV
Together!

aidscohortstudy.org

15



Saturday, October 13 H 1:30 pm
Trans-tastic

Exploring and celebrating transgender lives

Bathroom Rules
(Canada, 2018; 5 minutes)

Director: Charlie Hidalgo Happy B|rthday’ Marsha'
(USA, 2017; 13 minutes)

A gender nonconforming 10-year-old must navigate  pirectors: Reina Gossett and Sasha Wortzel
the dangerous hallways of school in search of a safe

washroom. Fictionalized portrait of iconic transgender artist/
activist Marsha Johnson in the hours before she
ignites the 1969 Stonewall Riots.

Flash Flood
(Canada, 2017; 6 minutes)
Director: Alli MacKay

Dreamlike animation and documentary techniques
depict the inner life and struggle of three gender
nonconforming young people.

Community Co-producers: DREAMS HOW Was Your Day7
Dreams of Hope “HOPE . *
Womm (Germany, 2016, 4 minutes)
Director: Tal Lungman
Washington County “55')'," ;T{,;,""F{{ . . :
Gay Straight Alliance ELI_IA One day in the life of a gender-queer person told

through colorful stop-motion animation.



Jelanii’s Dance
(USA, 2018; 5 minutes)
Director: Maggie Pizza Carroll

Even when faced with adversity, Jelanii dances
though life with positivity and determination.

Mathias
(Austria, 2017; 30 minutes)
Director: Clara Stern

A transgender man must find his way in his new
identity and relationship during his transition.

i N

Not Acceptable
(Iran, 2017; 2 minutes)
Director: Saman Haghighivand

A young trans person’s life gets upended by family
pressures that ultimately lead to rejection.

i ;

Rebellious Essence
(Slovenia, 2017; 5 minutes)
Director: Ana Cigon

A

A cat’s request for a passport goes awry when the
Office of the Ministry demands gender identity.

Tailor
(Brazil, 2017; 9 minutes)
Director: Cali Dos Anjos

The web page of a transgender cartoonist reveals
the challenges of other trans people.

There You Are
(USA, 2018; 16 minutes)
Director: Lisa Donato

A transwoman must dress like a boy to bid farewell
to her dying grandmother in Texas.

17



Saturday, October 13 H 4:00 pm Co-sponsor: *

Silk Screen
1 985 SILK SCREEN

(USA, 1985; 85 minutes) Director: Yen Tan

MeXuo
NEXUS SAJWNAVAS
Adrian (Cory Michael Smith, the Riddler on Gotham) has a secret N i

— well, more than one. He’s a closeted gay man visiting family ATt s
Who Iive in Bible belt Country, and he has AIDS' .............................................................

Community Co-Producer:

The year is 1985, and young men are dying in Ronald Reagan’s America.

Adrian goes home for Christmas, the first time visiting in three years, to spend the holiday with his
conservative family. This includes his rigid, disapproving father (Michael Chiklis, also from Gotham) a tough
Vietnam vet; his mother (Virginia Madsen) affectionate and nurturing; and his younger brother (Aidan
Langford) resentful that Adrian moved to Manhattan and never looked back.

It is clear that Adrian is an outsider who no longer relates to a family where Christian talk radio constantly
plays in the background. But he’s determined to have a heart-to-heart talk with them. It’s a plan that’s more
difficult than he anticipates, and when he finally opens up, it’s not the person or outcome he expects. Time is
running out, and this may be his last chance to be truthful with the family he loves.

Beautifully shot in black and white 16mm film, 7985 brings well developed characters, not stereotypes, and
great performances by the entire cast. It's a compassionate look at one young man’s life whose storybook

ending is not likely to be a happily ever after.

(1985 is also the year Reel Q began, as the Pittsburgh Lesbian and Gay Film Festival.)

18



The people depicted here are models.
Thier image is being used for illustrative
purposes only.

My girlfriend and | want to get married next year. We met in school, and we’re
determined to be together.

The problem is that | live here and she doesn’t. She can’t visit me for long periods
of fime because of harsh immigration laws. And our future together in this country
depends on how our leaders rewrite those laws. So it’s important to us that we
understand how future elections could impact LGBT citizenship.

We keep up with EDGE’s political coverage on our mobile devices. Because we
know that’s where our future will be.

EDHE NETW“HK edgemedionefwork.com

the future of Igbt media & Ropsiore || P> EooglePiy




Saturday, October 13 M 6:30 pm Spomsor
Lez B o m b Kathleen D. Schneider

(USA, 2018; 90 minutes) Director: Jenna Laurenzo Community Co-producer: <

Carnegie
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh I Library of
« Pittsburgh

Maybe hOlidayS arenlt the beSt tlme for major ANNOUNCEIMENTS  vvrrerrrerre ettt
like divorce or moving or coming out. Before you plan your next
visit, think about how you really want to spend time with your family.

In Lez Bomb Lauren (writer/director Jenna Laurenzo) decides to take on the challenge by coming out to
her family during Thanksgiving vacation in New Jersey. She also wants to do it sooner than later since her
girlfriend Hailey (Caitlin Mehner) is expected, as well as a motley assortment of Lauren’s extended family.

Of course, things don’t go as planned. First Lauren’s male roommate (Brandon Michael Hall) shows up
unexpectedly, and mom and dad make the somewhat logical assumption that he’s the significant other. As
the rest of the clan arrives with their own luggage — and baggage — the misunderstandings pile up.

With the addition of each dysfunctional family member it seems less likely that Lauren will have her say.
Her parents are distracted; her crazy grandparents (scene-stealers Cloris Leachman and Bruce Dern) have
their own issues; her dim-witted brother keeps hitting on her girlfriend; and her deadbeat uncle (Steve
Guttenberg) secretly lights up, gets blitzed and burns out. That doesn't take into account the long-standing
antagonism between her roommate and her girlfriend.

Featuring an excellent supporting cast of character actors, the company delivers comic and heartfelt
performances, highlighting Laurenzo’s witty dialogue, and the upbeat ending makes Lez Bomb an
entertaining modern comedy about a coming out you won't forget.

20



We proudly support Pittsburgh LG
Film Society ‘Reel Stories’.

You stand. You speak. You advance.

= % Allegh
“HIGHMARK. s Loegheny

highmark.com

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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Saturday, October 13 H 8:30 pm Sponsors:
Mapplethorpe 5801 Video Lounge & Bar SOHQOI

(USA, 2018; 102 minutes) Director: Ondi Timoner

THOMASCWATERS.COM

Thomas C. Waters

Strip away the drugs, the leather, the M4M sex, and what remains
are the photographs: Robert Mapplethorpe’s stunningly beautiful = ...
homoerotic art, which is startling even today.

The iconic photographer is the subject of a revealing biopic that begins with his adolescent years in
Queens, New York in a repressive Catholic household, which is controlled by a critical father who ridicules
his photography. The film traces his tentative relationship with future punk rocker Patti Smith (Marianne
Rendon), and then moves on to the queer underground S&M scene as well as the upscale galleries of the
70s and 80s in New York City.

As Mapplethorpe’s artistic star rises, his personal life spirals out of control through unlimited drugs and
unprotected sex over two decades, ending with his death at 42 from an AIDS-related iliness.

Matt Smith (Dr. Who, The Crown) plays the photographer as an insatiable sex rebel who experiments with his
photography as well as his sexuality. After his breakup with Patti Smith he takes up with the respected art
collector Sam Wagstaff (Johan Benjamin Hickey) who mentors him, and after that breakup he fulfills his lust
for hung, black athletic — and possibly straight — men, which influences his art as well as his life.

Made with the support of The Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation, which granted the director access to
archival material, the film features Mapplethorpe’s original art, including the infamous Man in Polyester Suit.

The view of Mapplethorpe is often critical — he’s narcissistic, abusive, an opportunist — and yet in the end,
nearly 30 years later, his images endure: gorgeous works of art by a true creative genius.

22



OI 1s proud to sponsor

the presentation of

MAPPLETHORPE
at the Reel QQ Festival,
for The Pittsburgh
Lesbian and Gay Film

Kitchen Open

Mon—Fri, 4-11pm Society.

Sat, 4-11pm

Sun, 2-11pm

OPEN MON-SAT 4:00ru Stop by after the film for some
SUN 2:00pm

A i tos eog " drinks or a bite, but please...

wes sITE: WWW.5801.US .

5801 ELLSWORTH AVENUE leave your bU"Whlp at home.
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Sunday, October 14 W 1:30 pm
Fun-In-Your-Shorts, Shorts

Hilarious looks at relationship ups and downs

Baby Gravy
(UK, 2017; 12 minutes)
Director: Marley Morrison

Brona and Alex want a baby. A stranger may be
their potential donor. But in this comic film, as the
women wait for him in a rural pub they can't help
but wonder how spectacularly their best-laid-plans
could go bust.

Sponsors:
Ed Motznik & James Duesing

Community Co-Producer:
PFLAG Pittsburgh

X7

PITTSBURGH
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Brannan & the Monosexuals:
Double Booked

(USA, 2017; 22 minutes)
Director: Caryn Hayes

Brannan, a cute bi girl, learns a whole new definition
of the term “double dating” when she inadvertently
makes dates with two people — a gal and a guy —
for the same night.

Dropping Penny
(USA, 2018; 8 minutes)
Director: Jed Bella

Two trans dogwalkers in San Francisco find dogs
much easier to train than their wacky owners in this
fast-paced comedy.



Foxy Trot

(USA, 2017; 15 minutes)
Director: Lisa Donato

To add spice to their marriage a same-sex couple
begins ballroom dancing, but when the instructions
are for a predominately straight class, the duo
quickly learns there are more obstacles to smooth
dancing than two left feet.

Pop Rock

(USA, 2017; 13 minutes)
Director: Nate Trinrud

Jesse, an Iranian-American girl, is in love with her
best friend Roxanne, but when new girl Evelyn
enters the scene Jesse’s picture-perfect night ends
in an awkward three-way date.

Sherlock Holmes and the
Adventure of the Furtive

Festivity

(USA, 2018; 6 minutes)
Director: Mina Hoffman

Can Dr. Watson conceal a surprise party from the
world’s greatest detective? And can both men keep
their love hidden from disapproving Victorian eyes?
Add mystery, mayhem and M4M action and this is
not a detective story you grew up reading.

Waffles

(USA, 2017; 5 minutes)
Director: Foster Wilson

The morning after a one-night stand Gina learns
through social media that the woman sleeping
beside her may be an enemy. Must Gina choose
between principles or pleasure — that is, breakfast
or brexit?
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Sunday, October 14 H 3:30 pm
Face Your Queers

Inspiring stories about love and self-expression

A Boy Named Skye

(USA, 2017: 5 minutes)
Director: James Elinkski

Failing to find love in the world of online dating, a
disillusioned young man named Skye finds more
when he least expects it.

Bambi

(USA, 2016; 17 minutes)
Director: Jameson Mitchell

By day Brandon’s just an average guy, but by night
it's glamorous Bambi Deerest who struts the drag
streets of Pittsburgh.

Sponsors:
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC

spilman

Home Advisor

s HomeAdvisor.

Erin’s Guide to Kissing Girls

(USA, 2017; 15 minutes)
Director: Julianna Notten

Can headstrong 12-year-old Erin kiss the coolest
girl in school and keep her friendship with Liz, her
partner in mischief?

Femme

(USA, 2018; 18 minutes)
Director: Alden Peters

Carson’s looking for love on all the wrong apps.
After being rejected as too femme he finally takes
action — with the help of a drag fairy godmother —
to earn his happy ending.



Mrs. McCutcheon

(Australia, 2017; 17 minutes)
Director: John Sheedy

At his new school 10-year-old cross-dressing Tom
(aka“Mrs. McCutcheon”) meets toughie Trevor, who
also deals with peer prejudice. With their school
dance only days away, they find the courage to join
forces and be who they truly are.

Spark

(USA, 2018; 6 minutes)
Director: Aharonit Elior

In this sweet, romantic animated tale a lonely girl
finally finds the spark that lights her flame.

The Things You Think I'm
Thinking

(USA, 2017; 15 minutes)
Director: Sherren Lee

Sean, a burn survivor and amputee, has mastered
the art of living, but can he overcome his
insecurities to connect with able-bodied Caleb?

o e KISV
NURTURING A NEW
GENERATION OF TALENT

CONNECTING EMERGING
&ESTABLISHED FILMMAKERS

" SUPPORTING PROJECTS
MADETN & ABOUT PITTSBURGH

EST.@2003

STEELTOWN

BRIDGING PITTSBURGH &
THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY

www.steeltown.org
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EST. 1986

Grill

1720 Murray Avenue

412-521-1272

THANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS!

WE WOULD LIKE
TO THANK
ALL THE SPECIAL PEOPLE
WHO MAKE THIS

£ % ™
ITTI T L

FESTIVAL HAPPEN
on ellsworth

JOIN US @ VIDEO LOUNGE AND CAFE

5801 LOUNGE

OCTOBER 24TH
7-9PM
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WE'VE GOT

965 LIBERTY AVENUE DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH 412-391-9990

4 )
Spilman supports the
2018 Reel Q Pittsburgh B.tsbu?q!

LGBT Film Festival \®EERA film festival

spiliman

thomas & battle
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Sunday, October 14 W 5:30 pm 5}5&535% ....................................................
oge Murray Avenue Grill
TransMilitary
) . Community Co-Producer:
(USA, 2018; 93 minutes) Steeltown Entertainment
Directors: Fiona Dawson and Gabriel Silverman

Of the more than two million American troops, a small percentage are defending our liberty while being
forced to hide their identities. They are transgender Americans — over 15,000 by some estimates — who
serve in uniform but fear being discharged because of discrimination by the current president.

Until 2016, transgender troops — like lesbians and gay men — served under a cloak of secrecy due

to President Clinton’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. Coming out publicly could have resulted in being
discharged. In 2016, that changed under the Obama administration when sexual orientation and gender
identity were no longer grounds for dismissal.

Then with one tweet last year, President Trump announced that the US government would “not accept or
allow transgender individuals to serve in any capacity in the US military” Where does that leave transgender
troops now?

TransMilitary presents a compelling portrait of four transgender members who tell their stories and risk their
livelihood to stop the ban of trans men and women serving in the U.S. military. The documentary chronicles
their challenges as they put their careers on the line. Their stories are complicated, and their struggles for
acceptance are difficult — even though most of the bigotry stems from outside of the service rather than
within. The film also shows how their family members are struggling with their own acceptance. As trans
members work to attain the equal right to serve, they are now on the frontline in the fight for LGBTQ rights.

Winner of this year’s Audience Award at Austin’s South by Southwest Film Festival, TransMilitary offers an
unprecedented glimpse into the lives of trans soldiers, their bravery, and the injustices the y face.
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Thomas Waters
Artist

Fall Open Studio/Exhibition:
“Unapologetically Gay”

October 27th 2-6PM
Bloomcraft Bldg, Suite 209
Pittsburgh PA 15213

tcwaters.com
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Sunday, October 14 W 7:30 pm

When The Beat Drops

(USA, 2018; 85 minutes) Director: Jamal Sims

You've tried voguing and twerking; are you ready for “bucking”?

Once you watch When The Beat Drops, the award-winning
documentary from choreographer Jamal Sims, you'll learn
all the moves you need to know about bucking, which was
popularized nationally in Beyonce’s “Single Ladies” video.

“Big Tony” Davis, our emcee, traces the hip-thrusting steps of
black female cheerleaders several decades ago to the current
dance competition he created, where gay African-American
men have reclaimed the dance moves as their own.

By promoting the contest, Big Tony also has initiated a tight-

knit family of gay black male dancers whose passion has helped

them survive adversity. Their stories give Sims’ debut film its
power, as he examines their struggles with homophobia and
racism and their commitment to bucking no matter the cost.

Winnner of best documentary at film festivals in San Francisco,

LA and Miami, When The Beat Drops showcases incredible dance

performances, but in the end you'll be rooting for all of the

dancers in a competition culminating with an edge-of-your-seat
finale that celebrates athleticism, artistry and personal triumph.
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Your $10 ticket
(S17 w/ student ID)
includes admission
to the film

and the
Closing Night
Party at Images
(965 Liberty Ave)

Closing Night Sponsor:
Green Mountain Energy

m Green _
Mountain
@D Ererzy:

Community Co-producer:
Pittsburgh Black Pride




Green
Mountain
Energye

(/

Delivering clean electricity
to consumers and businesses.

greenmountainenergy.com




NEVER UNDERESTIMATE
THE POWER OF A
GREAT PERFORMANCE.

UPMC Health Plan and UPMC Center for Engagement and Inclusion are proud
to support Reel Q and its 33rd Anniversary Pittsburgh LBGT Film Festival.

LIFE CHANGING MEDICINE

UPMC HEeAITH PLAN

Affiliated with the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside
is ranked among America's Best Hospitals by U.S. News & World Report.




